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Creech St Michael residents, supported by the Parish Council, are to oppose an 
attempt to build more than 100 houses overlooking present homes on land just 
outside the village at North End.
 
A group of villagers attended the Council’s January meeting to protest against 
what may be a second attempt by speculative land developer, Gladman, to win 
approval to build on the site which is a domed hill beyond the village’s current 
built up area. A previous attempt by the company, to build 200 houses on the 
site, was thrown out in 2019.

Gladman has sent consultation cards to villagers outlining its proposals and 
asking for views in advance of what is likely to be a planning application to 
Somerset West and Taunton District Council. Residents have been advised not to 
take part in the consultation.
 
The Council unanimously agreed to tell the developer it was opposed to the latest 
plan to build approximately 100 homes on the site but not to give reasons at this 
early stage. 

The arrival of the cards sparked protests from residents and a meeting held 
recently at the Village Hall was attended by more than 130 residents. People 
attending the meeting were asked if anyone supported the idea of housing on 
the site and not a single person raised their hand. Speaking after the meeting, 
Mrs Audrey Cooper, expressed the dissappointment felt by residents “this is the 
wrong area of the village to build houses on, as it is an exposed countryside site 
mostly above the existing nearby homes. Taunton Deane Council rightly rejected 
Gladman’s first application and the Planning Inspector threw out its appeal for a 
number of reasons that remain relevant to this and future applications.”

Gladman state its proposals will bring community benefits to the village. Residents 
say the problems caused by new homes on such an unsuitable site will outweigh 
any benefits. 

An outline planning application by Gladman to build 200 homes on the hill was 
refused and Gladman’s appeal against the refusal was thrown out by a planning 
inspector in 2019. 

February 2023

DEVELOPMENT OPPOSED

With Spring on its way we 
start to think about getting out 
to walk in the beautiful English 
countryside again, but where to 
find new and interesting walks?

Walking in Somerset has loads 
of walks to download and print, 
for free.  Whether you want 
to walk on your own or with 
a group, all the information is 
there in one place.

www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
somerset/

IT’S TIME
TO GET WALKING

To stay up to date with the latest 
news from the Parish Council 
and the community  follow us on 
social media.

 Scan the QR code to find out 
more about the Parish Council

FOLLOW US

CAN YOU HELP?
We are seeking volunteers 
from across the community to 
help with the distribution of this 
newsletter.  If you can give up 
a small amount of time each 
month to distribute newsletters to 
households in your local area, 
please contact the Parish Council 
Clerk on clerk@creechstmichael.
net or call 07708 680797.

SLOW DOWN!
The Parish Council has recently purchased two 
digital Speed Indicator Devices and will be 
installing them at locations in the community.  
The devices display warning notices along with 
the speed of vehicles passing.  They also record  
the data of vehicle movements in both directions 
which will be downloaded and used to inform 
future traffic calming measures.  



Creech St Michael Parish Council Newsletter 

© Creech St Michael Parish Council 2023

Residents of Ham have spoken up against a proposed solar farm installation near to the village.  The 
proposal, which covers a 72 acre site near to the village, has been submitted to planners at Somerset West 
and Taunton Council by Novus Renewable Services.  At a Parish Council meeting in January, residents 
and a spokesperson for the Ham Conservation Group, outlined their objections to the application.  Parish 
councillors listened intently to the objections and asked several questions to understand the impact of the 
proposed development.  

The Ham Conservation Group spokesperson outlined a number of significant issues that formed the 
basis for the resident’s objection to the proposaL.  These included the use of a site that is designated 
as agricultural land of best and most verstaile value and significant concerns over noise from the site 
and access for emergency services.  The proposal includes plans for 10 large battery storage units, 14 
transformers and 2 power sub-stations.  

The Parish Council considered the application in full and agreed with the residents of Ham, that the site 
was unsuitable for such a large development.  The Parish Council then set out a series of issues that it 
would include in its objection to the application.  Further details of the aplication can be found online.    

HAM SOLAR FARM PROPOSAL

Creech St Michael Parish Council meetings are normally held at Creech St Michael Village Hall and start at 7pm.  
Members of the public are welcome to come along and contribute their views on any matter relating to the Parish.  
Each meeting starts with a15 minute open public session, at which anyone is welcome to speak.

Upcoming Meetings
Monday March 6th 2023 | Monday April 3rd 2023 | Monday May 8th 2023

Parish Council Meetings are now available to view via Zoom - details on our website

UPCOMING EVENTS

CHURCH SERVICES
The Baptist Church Creech St Michael
Sunday Service from 10.30

Creech St Michael Parish Church
Sunday 5th, 19th and Wednesday 22nd February
from 10.00 

VILLAGE HALL
Village Hall Events
For full details of events held at Creech St Michael
Village Hall visit their website csmvillagehall.org


